
The Carnet de Passage en Douane, or CPD, is the international customs document which covers 

the temporary admission of motor vehicles. The CPD is still required in numerous countries 

around the world for the temporary admission of private automobiles, commercial vehicles or 

other categories of motor vehicles. 

The CPD, created in 1911, first entered use in 1913 as a document serving to simplify customs 

formalities for motoring tourists and travellers. 

The CPD is used within the framework of the United Nations Customs Conventions of 1954 and 

1956, which cover respectively the temporary importation of private and commercial road 

vehicles. The CPD also forms part of the 1990 Istanbul Convention, administered by the World 

Customs Organisation. Under these international conventions, the CPD facilitates the temporary 

importation of motor vehicles by providing security for the payment of any customs duties and 

import taxes chargeable should the vehicle not be re-exported 

In countries where the CPD is required for temporary importation, the guaranteeing association must 

undertake to pay to its customs authorities the import duties and taxes levied by those authorities due to 

the non re-exportation of a vehicle temporarily imported under cover of the CPD. The relationship 

between customs administrations and guaranteeing associations is defined in the international conventions 

(UN and WCO) 

In the event of a claim from the customs authorities (which must be notified within one year of 

the expiry of the carnet in accordance with the terms of the international conventions) due to the 

non-discharge of a CPD, the guarantor association has one year in which to provide proof of re-

exportation of the vehicle. 

Customs stamps of countries subsequently visited and other documentary evidence may 

constiture proof of re-exportation, as provided for in the international conventions. Proof of re-

exportation may also be provided in the form of the 'Certificate of Location', included as the last 

page in teh CPD, which may be completed by a customs official, police, judicial or other 

authoirty of another country. A model of the 'Certificate of Location' is included as an annex to 

the 1954 and 1956 Conventions of the UN and the 1990 Istanbul Convention of the WCO. 

 


